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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 DURBAN 00539 160300Z 
ACTION AF- 10 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 L-03 CPR-OI SCA-OI /0I6W 

046755 I603I2Z/72/17 

R 150825Z AUG77 
FM AMCONSUL DURBAN 
TO AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 2644 
AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG 
AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 

UNCLAS DURBAN 00539 

CORRECTEDCOPY MRN (00539 VICE 039) 

EO 1 1652: NA 
TAGS: PDIP 

SUBJ: STATUS OF CONSULAR OFFICIALS IN SOUTH AFRICA 
REF: STATE 188729 (NOTAL) 

1 . B Y REFTEL DEPARTMENT GRANTED LIMITED WAIVER OF IMMUNITY 

TO PERMIT MY DEPENDENT SON TO TESTIFY IN A MINOR CRIMINAL ACTION 
RE WHICH HE HAD RECEIVED A SUBPOENA AS STATE’S WITNESS. 

2. IT WOULD BE USEFUL TO RECEIVE CLARIFICATION ON EXACTLY 
WHAT IMMUNITIES CONSULAR OFFICIALS AND THEIR DEPENDENTS 
ENJOY IN SOUTH AFRICA. OUR UNDERSTANDING IS THAT BASIS FOR 
ASSIGNMENT OF CONSULAR OFFICIALS IN S.A. RESIDES IN US-UK 
TREATY ON COMMERCE AND NAVIGATION OF JULY 3, 1815 WHICH, INTER 
ALIA (ARTICLE THE FOURTH) REQUIRES CONSULAR OFFICIALS TO 
CONFORM TO THE LAWS OF SOUTH AFRICA. IN THE ABSENCE OF 
MODIFYING TREATIES OR AGREEMENTS, IT MIGHT APPEAR THAT U.S. 

CONSULAR OFFICIALS IN S.A. DO NOT POSSESS IMMUNITY TO REJECT 
SUBPOENAS, ETC., DULY SERVED BY PROCESS OF S.A. LAW. AN 
INTERPRETATION OF THIS POINT WOULD BE APPRECIATED AS IT MAY 
APPLY TO OTHER ASPECTS OF PERFORMANCE OF FUNCTIONS BY U.S. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 DURBAN 00539 160300Z 

CONSULAR OFFICIALS IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

3. REFTEL WAIVER WAS NOT EXERCIZED SINCE TRIAL WAS POSTPONED 
AND MY DEPENDENT SON HAS NOW LEFT SOUTH AFRICA FOR SCHOOL 
IN U.S.FARBER 
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